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The Harm Pr|nC|ple, Personal Identity
and Identity-Related Paternalism
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Is it ethical for doctors or courts to prevent patients from making choices that will cause
significant harm to themselves in the future? According to an important liberal principle the
only justification for infringing the liberty of an individual is to prevent harm to others; harm to
the self does not suffice.In this talk, Prof.Wilkinson explores Derek Parfit's arguments that blur
the sharp line between harm to self and others,and outlines an Identity Relative Paternalistic
Intervention Principle for determining when we should disallow refusal of treatment where the
harm will be accrued by a future self.
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Speaker: Dominic Wilkinson
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(Professor of Medical Ethics,Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics)

Professor Dominic Wilkinson is Professor of Medical Ethics and Director of Medical
Ethics at the Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics. He is a physician specialising in
newborn intensive care and medical ethics and a consultant neonatologist at the John
Radcliffe Hospital.
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Commentator: Kiichi Inarimori (fgfaifziE—:1t:8:8 KE1ELF1R)

(Hokkaido University, Ph. D. Course Student)
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The language of this meeting is English
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