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Editorial Note
The Journal of Applied Ethics and Philosophy is an interdisciplinary 

the Center for Applied Ethics and Philosophy (CAEP), Hokkaido University. 
The aim of the Journal of Applied Ethics and Philosophy

areas of applied ethics and philosophy, and by providing researchers, 

Shunzo Majima
Editor-in-Chief
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generated in  the  manager ia l  context  of  e th ics 

the moral

philosophy of ethics management and that the problem 

topics.

to a system of ethical principles that apply to all the 

irrespective of their professions. It is a systematic 

engineering ethics. 

moral philosopher)1

Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics

Codes of Ethics

Towards a Principlist Justification

Valentin Muresan

University of Bucharest

Abstract
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professional code and similar.2

this does not imply that it makes no sense for experts 

provisions of the code by statistical analysis of similar 
codes, and so on. These all enter the first draft of the 

3

4

kind of management of the moral life of an organization. 
It does not belong to applied ethics in its original sense 

moral philosopher, nor even the specialist in applied 

in ethics management.5

Journal of Applied Ethics and Philosophy

Science and Engineering Ethics

Journal of Medical 
Ethics

5 This is the management of the ethical life of an organization, 
no matter the profession, by creating and managing “ethical 

it nevertheless has a philosophical side and origin and 

6 

7

to explain the ethical character of the code and the 

“strengthening both its ontological and its ethical 
8

ethical theory,9

Journal of Business Ethics
at p. 30.

Science and 
Engineering Ethics

Journal 
of Business Ethics

 “Codes of ethics. 
International Journal of Value-

Based Management,
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a moral principle or similar. In addition to this core 

the ethical code. 

of direct transfer (of principles, for example) or it may 

ethical decision-making, means for obtaining good moral 

both establish the moral content of an ethical code and 

10 To have 

being able, if generally respected, to maximize general 

10 Journal 
of Business Ethics

the improvement process of the content of the code of 

that its original root is still deeper. The third phenomenon 

sense, and to assess its comparative advantages. I shall 

I shall compare the relative advantages of the monist vs. 

of the latter. The most important part of the article is a 

code-makers for its comparative advantages. Another 
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Freedom or Chaos?

11 Some 

moral principles as starting points, others have ad hoc 

code of ethics and professional practice12 adopted by 

if it is related to the ethical principle of responsibility, 

11

Journal 
of Business Ethics

12 Software engineering code of ethics and professional 
practice
1999.

 Belmont report to 
the Final report on basic ethical principles in bioethics 
and biolaw Putting ethics to work

the decision to adopt a certain set of principles is taken 

recognition at the regional or global level; it is not the 
decision of an ad hoc panel of professional experts 

13 

means that it is not immoral (forbidden) – that it does 

obligatory or morally indifferent. And morally indifferent 
means that both doing an action and not doing it are 

non-obligatory) does not mean that the action is moral 

is preferable on non-moral criteria. Therefore, a code 
composed of a set of morally permissible standards of 

(on expediency or on economic or geostrategic criteria, 
or similar). If an ethical code is formed of obligations 

13
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics, 
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able – after some years of debate going from national to 
international levels – to elaborate a professional code of 

recognized moral principles, adapted to the profession. 

that some psychologists may have distinct moralities 

“Psychology as an organized and a responsible 

of codes of ethics in psychology. For example, some 
codes provide a statement of moral principle that helps 

in these parts are given different levels of protection 

and moral development of psychological progress 
14

competence principle; the principle of integrity; the 
principle of professional and social responsibility. All 

14 Toward a universal declaration of ethical 
principles of psychologists: a progress report
Psychology Press, 2005. 

15 16 
feminist codes, contractarian codes,17

of a code has its origin in the ethical character of its 

18

have good reasons to adopt a broadly agreed moral 

expression of several moral principles. By enlarging this 

moral theories19

15 Journal 
of Business Ethics

16 “
Journal of Business Ethics

106. 
17 Codes of ethics as contractarian constraints on 

Journal of Business Ethics, 1999, 
189-202.

18 Belmont 
revisited
2005, p. 14. 

19
Journal of Applied Ethics and Philosophy, 2012, 
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characteristic of some collections of ethical codes. The 

The preamble of the UN Declaration on Human 
Rights

for dignity. The same can be said of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union (2007), 

20

of rights, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union (2007) can be seen as a kind of ethical 

the Charter itself stresses that the dignity of the person 

20
Official Journal of the European Union, 

14.12.2007.

21.

22 Their content being 

23

concerned here are tacitly absorbed in the proposition 

implicitly contained in the system of moral principles 

to the code nor to the most basic layer of it. The derived 

Basic 
Ethical Principles in Bioethics and Bio law

21 
Principles 

of biomedical ethics

22
Journal of Business Ethics

at p. 29.
23 Managementul eticii în  (Ethics 

Management in Organizations



Journal of Applied Ethics and Philosophy  Vol. 7 7

integrity as a basic principle for respect for and 

intervention24. 

implicitly on only one ethical principle. This is a proof, 

25

aspirational code. At the other extreme, the code of 

24 The Barcelona Declaration on Policy Proposals to the 

25

have chosen to implement a mixed kind of code that 

principles.26

since it seems to be the most operational and the best 

26
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27

28 

A Principlist Code of Ethics

27

Journal of 
Applied Ethics and Philosophy

28 Principles of biomedical 
ethics

are all diverse; on the other hand, the lack of experts in 

seen as a form of principlism, and so on. It is the most 

debates forever. They have proposed “to modify and 

29 

ethical codes is that it is good for a code to have, 
in an explicit manner, certain ethical principles as 

systematize, classify and professionally homologate, 
at the level of EU or UN ethics committees, a portfolio 

29 Belmont 
revisited
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be able to choose from this portfolio those principles 

ones.

30

efficiently to resolve the repetitive, concrete moral 

member of that organization or by administrative bodies 

principles or on something else). The principlist method 

may also explicitly specify the rights of the members 

stakeholders – internal and external – treated impartially. 

broader. This is one of the main reasons it is not possible 

30
Transilvanian Review
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external stakeholders, these rights being by themselves a 

morally assess novel actions and decisions. This is the 

competence in methods of ethical decision-making, and 
therefore competence in technical moral philosophy. 
Each code of ethics has to have one or more appropriate 

31 

32

31
, Handbook of bioethics: 

taking stock of the field from a philosophical perspective, 

32 Principles of biomedical 
ethics

of integrity are central (Fig. 1).

Fig. l. The complex structure of a code of ethics based on 
principlism

organization may (formally) respect the provisions of 

their organizations need, in order to control immoral 

p. 32. 
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This refers to the moral integrity of both people (i.e. 

an ethical code is something more complicated than an 

internalization of ethical decision-making methods. All 
these forms of training are methodologically distinct. 

important in moral life is often not the systematic respect 

rely, good sense and a certain emotional sensibility.33 

33 Principles of biomedical 
ethics
pp. 14, 26.

These are essential for establishing a good doctor–patient 
relationship, for example; therefore, the application of 

34 Contrary 

Concluding Remarks

a moral obligation belonging to the ethical code, and is 

being of all those concerned, treated impartially. An 

mentioned earlier), and an action is moral if it is in 

action. 

34 Principles of biomedical 
ethics
p. 399.
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an ethical code are not prohibited;

principles);

it is adaptable, in principle, to several contexts 

others); 

integrated methods of decision-making, kinds of ethical 
training and so on); 

perspective of the lay person; 

that principlism approaches the principles not as a kind 

35

36

35 Principles of biomedical 
ethics
p. 69.

36
Kennedy Institute of Ethics 

Journal

and theoretical moral experiences. Common morality 

the common morality contains prescriptions that are 

moral principles are the most stable and comprehensive 

to the concept of common morality.37

transfer this basic characteristic to the ethical code 

principles of common morality are indeed moral, the 

37 

link all people in all places; it is completed by mentioning 

a common morality 

morality. The core of common morality in the biomedical 
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–

Introduction

their lives. The Internet, like the electric grid, is made 

nodes. Beyond its physical elements, the Internet 

Journal 
of Applied Ethics and Philosophy for their extensive 

people meet other singles, matchmakers facilitate 

social activities,2

CyberPsychology, Behavior & Social Networking, Vol. 11 

Journal of Applied Developmental 
Psychology

Computers in Human Behavior, Vol. 

Abstract

Netcitizenship

Addressing Cyberevenge and Sexbullying 

Raphael Cohen-Almagor 1

The University of Hull
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said to be by more speech. In the United States, still the 

3 

and sextortion (extortion by the exploitation of sex and 
intimacy).

4 

the Internet as an integral part of their real life. That 

real life. Even if they invent an identity for themselves 
5 they do it 

The Independent (April 5, 2014); 

MashableUK

Microsoft 

4  Netcitizens are also called Netizens. 

in a responsible manner. They still hold themselves 

sense of responsibility. This article makes a plea for 
netcitizenship.

Cyberevenge 

of privacy.6

many cyber locations, and the list of technological arenas 

7

to avenge the revenge or gain compensation. One form 
of social irresponsibility might yet again lead to another 
or it might lead to legal battles. Commonly the revenge 

life – sex.

6  On privacy, see R. Cohen-Almagor, The Scope of Tolerance: 
Studies on the Costs of Free Expression and Freedom of the 
Press 

Philosophy and Public Affairs
3-26.



16 Netcitizenship   Raphael Cohen-Almagor

Handling Partners, tried to resolve the matter and posted 
8

9

10 

can be easily opened in the name of others. In one 

11

Revenge Porn and Sexbullying 

8 

9 

10  
Slugger O’Toole 

11 BBC.
com

In 2008, the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and 

12 Another 

themselves.13

14 

or images.15

revenge porn is on the increase.

consenting people. There is no point to prescribing that 

16

12

MailOnline

13 et al., 
Berkman 

Research Publication
14 Digital Abuse Survey, 

15 Ólafsson and Hana 
Vodeb, Cross-national Comparison of Risks and Safety on 
the internet 

Journal 
of Adolescent Health,

16 Amy Adele  Has inoff ,  Sext ing  Panic:  Re th ink ing 
Criminalization, Privacy, and Consent 
University of Illinois Press, 2015).
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Act 2003.17 Society has an obligation to fight against 

Net. Internet sites collect explicit photos depicting ex
18

19 

or SNS pages devoted to harassing a person, ranking the 
20 

do it to torment others and for boosting their craving-

21 

details can be devastating. Some victims said that 

relationships.22

17

18 DETAILS (September 30, 

19

20

Adolescent Psychiatry, 
21 

html. See also 

J Interpers Violence 

that his bad actions are normal, even right, and that his critics 

22

girl had been harassed by her peers at her school so 
badly that she became depressed and even afraid to 

after appearing on TV to tell her story and stop others 
23

she liked in order to get his attention. A third party 

24

hanged herself in her bedroom.

gives rise to sextortion. Sextortion involves varying 

NY Times

23
 

MailOnline 

MSNBC.com 

MyDeathSpace.com 

24
CNN.com

MSNBC.com (December 2, 2009), 

True Crime 
Report
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the photographed people. The originators of the photos 

reach only certain eyes and not others, once the photos 

25 Here it 

naiveté against them.

sextortion.26

25

Mirror

BBC

FBI

Sextortion, Facebook

26 Sonya Colberg, “Teen girls are most-common target of 
NewsOK

CNBC

TeenSafe 

intimate and personal incidents to their families and they 

hotlines are operated. Transparency also means that 

27 

Easy targets for all  forms of harassment and 

28 

29 

27 Protecting 
Our Children on the internet: Towards a New Culture of 
Responsibility
48.

28
Time (April 11, 2015). 

29  

(eds.), Computer-Mediated Communication in Personal 
Relationships

Journal of 
Consulting and Clinical Psychology
269.
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streamed the video live, and that same night broadcast 

30

31

apart. Having asked no one for help, Clementi committed 

decency, privacy and respect for others are significant. 

their actions.

Netcitizenship

This article makes a plea for Netcitizenship, for 

Some things are not to be done. Common standards of 

lives of other people. Acting responsibly means acting 

30
Guardian.co.uk (September 

MailOnline (September 

31 Ibid. 

New York Times

indeed, avoided. 

sometimes people and organizations seek independence 
from their responsibilities. Ambrose Bierce, an American 

32 

the concept of moral and social responsibility. In the 

standards.33 

It does not leave them for the citizens. For example, 

rising trend in revenge porn.34

32 Ambrose Bierce, The Devil's Dictionary

33 R. Cohen-Almagor, Confronting the Internet’s Dark Side: 
Moral and Social Responsibility on the Free Highway 

Cambridge University Press, 2015).
34

The Independent 

Times Record

News and 
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Agencies of the state see that the Internet is not above 

In moral responsibility, the personal responsibility of 

is not illegal yet it contradicts basic norms of civility. In 

35

be motivated by ethical standards alongside or instead of 

36 
If an agent does something bad, either he does so in 

is clear-eyed akrasia, or he is acting from ignorance. 

Observer

WXII12

35 Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy

36

Ethics

of clear-eyed akrasia.37

corrected or avoided it, given his capabilities and the 

overconfidence, arrogance, dismissiveness, laziness, 
38 

In the above real-life story, Ravi failed to act in a civil 

the needs of others is a matter of personal choice and of 
social convention.39

is often interconnected to social responsibility. 

first and foremost those of respect for others, and not 
harming others.

37  Ibid.: 593.
38  Ibid.: 

excess of theory and a deficiency in passion. The person 

Love’s Knowledge 

Who Knew? Responsibility 
Without Awareness

39  The Philosophy of Moral Development: 
Moral Stages and the Idea of Justice. Vol. 1 of Essays on 
Moral Development
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responsibilities to it. The responsibilities are positive and 

sensibilities and harm the dignity of the person. 

to do good and to avoid harm.40 Netcitizenship carries 

their actions. At the same time, people have discretion 

41

42

40 Encyclopedia of Business and 
Finance

Thrust for Educational 
Leadership, Vol. 23, No. 4 (1994).

41  
The Sunday Times 

The Register 

The Law Firm Network (April 1, 2010). 
42 NY Times 

delmarvanow.

43 Craigslist needs to be proactive in setting 

44

Conclusion

com (November 25, 2011). 
43

The Oxford Handbook of Business 
Ethics

The Moral Background: an inquiry into 
the history of business ethics (

and Chip Pitts, Corporate Social Responsibility – A Legal 
Analysis
Carroll, Business and Society: Managing Corporate 
Social Performance
also R. Cohen-Almagor, “Freedom of Expression, Internet 

Journal of Business Ethics

44
Children’s Online Risks and 

and Net Children Mobile

Psychology of Violence
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45 Ethical 

46 

responsibility to shape a safe and, if possible, better 

be deliberated openly and fervently. People, especially 

47

45 The 
Philosophers’ Magazine, Vol. 

46
Handbook of Information and Computer 

Ethics
47

American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 
 

Journal of School Violence

task is to create a generation of good cybercitizens, 
controlling the technology instead of being controlled by 
it.48

49 They 

50 

Responsible Internet Use,51

52 
53

Center. 54

55 A coordinated effort of 
all stakeholders – Netcitizens, readers of the Internet, 

48 

The Fourth Revolution: How the Infosphere 
is Reshaping Human Reality
Press, 2014).

49

50

51

52 internet in the Family, World Association of Newspapers 
and  News  Pub l i sher s ,  

53 

harassment online and in other media.
54
55
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and social responsibility of all parties concerned. The 
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1. Outline of the Study

attempt to definitively solve this problematic. Rather, 

categories in The Self and Its Emotions

adopted.

2. Four Accounts of the Self

A. The soft anti-realist position, or The (non-
communal) libertarian atomistic self

charters are based, and so it is from this angle – the 

entails since the position is generally taken for granted 

Abstract

A Realist Self?

Andrew Oberg

Toyo University
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society only in so far as she needs shielding from it and 

free-floating mind and the ramifications of any one 

action ⇒ physical body that committed action ⇒ mind 

– a collection of organic materials animated by a 

exactly is

be said to be and have still not arrived at a satisfactory 

aggregate (Dennett 1991). This is still a something 

of systems that are specialized and locally processing, 

is definitively proven and its location – if it has one – 

remain descriptive and not generative.) Nevertheless, as 

of the narrative or another variety, cannot differentiate 

time period, geographic location, and a host of other 

version.



26 A Realist Self?    Andrew Oberg

B. The hard anti-realist position,  
or The reductionist nonself

The hard anti-realist position endeavors to rectify one 

in his Reasons and Persons (Parfit 1984), there called 

1

2

be important too.

to demonstrate is that there are cases (albeit at present 

since there is no self, both bodies can

convincing.

personal identities are, Parfit examines both physical 

past and the present; the psychological case is that 
a person is the same person if there is overlapping 
psychological connectedness that forms a psychological 
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person, or explicitly claiming that the experiences in this 

claiming that this person exists. These facts can be 
described in an impersonal

to be a non-hard anti-realist regarding the self, Parfit 
claims, and instead take personal identity as involving 

– and only personal, it cannot be transferred – meaning 

one form (i.e. nontransferable (and nonbranching in 
teleportation or other imaginary cases)), then personal 

of these elements are related and R in the absence of PI 

added to it to make

no

second as their lives moved on and experiences added 
3

assertions that relation R matters more than personal 
identity and that personal identity does not matter at all 

sameness that lasts over time, moral responsibility 

the nonrecollection of childhood events). The personhood 

not matter more than personal identity.
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from that and related perspectives.

C. The soft realist position,  
or The Humean emotional self

is that it is realist – that it claims that there is in fact a 

A Treatise of Human Nature, 

activity and generating a self-concept that is dependent 
on reinforcement from others via social interactions and 

is seeing oneself from an affective and morally related 

realist self as being composed of three sets of self-related 

any notion of an element that is eternally existing or 

of personal identity, is all that the self is and part of that 

like the narrative variety of the soft anti-realist position, 

moreover, means that it can correspond to reality or fail 

either fails to motivate moral action or does so only 

disconnect and that the root of the problem of failed 

4) 

Aristotelean sense, of a (soft realist) self to be a moral 

and gives rationality a more central role than it appears 
capable of taking, stating that a reflective decision is 

identity and that, again, the baseline of a moral self is 

problem.
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millennia, and that only after a decision has been made 

rationality step in and provide an internal reason for the 
5

prima facie 

coming from others and thereby having a social affect on 

correct, and at this point it certainly seems to be, then 

D. The contextualized soft realist position,  
or The embedded and determined self

realist position, applying a label that neither Ravven 

mammalian brain, and that it is something that is shared 
across all species of mammal (Panksepp 2011, in Ravven 

in the precognitive ability of most organisms to operate 

and mostly deterministic one. Ravven stresses the 
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says, I become transformed from being passively acted 

version of agency and moral responsibility, for instance, 

(Ravven 2013, note 96, 470-471). This appears to leave 

preferring instead the more potent near-determinism 

6

must indeed be, 
been could not have been otherwise.
419; emphases in the original) This is a very comforting 

a rapidly changing one and this is something that Ravven 
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3. The Limited Choice Soft Realist Self

There does seem to be good reason for accepting the 

physical or definitive form; even the soft anti-realist 

the position rather than by having to start over again 

moral philosophy has been the myth of the self as 
nonrelational, as capable of existing independently 

this relational aspect may be added the historical, 

define

hard determinism have been mentioned above and are 

and repetitive training.

systems are not independent logic machines. They are 
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the line I had been riding on to transfer to another line 

I considered pointing to the very visible signs stating 

deference conventions, etc.), this led me to believe that 

be reciprocated by others; 2) my self-comparative 
emotions (referencing the self indirectly against baseline 

day and that those feelings played into it; I also realized 
that the other man may have been tired and irritable 
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lesson that can be taken from the psychological research 
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