Café de Probabilité
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We tend to think that some things cannot happen. That is, we tend to base our actions on the probability of an event occurring. For
example, most people will be relieved to hear that the probability of a major earthquake in their area is 1%. However, is this
appropriate as a way to consider probability? Or is it appropriate as a way to make a decision on risk.

Dr. Alan Hajek, who is our guest on this occasion and an expert on the philosophy of probability, says that you should direct your
attention to improbable events. Why? His talk on very low probability, which has been debated since Pascal’s time in the 17th

century, will surely change the way you look at probability. His talk will be interpreted into Japanese and all are welcome to attend.
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Alan HAJEK (Australian National University, Professor)
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Dr. Hajek specializes in the philosophical foundations of probability theory, decision

theory, epistemology and philosophy of science, and he is also well-versed in
mathematics and statistics. With the claim that conditional probability is the basis of all
probability, he is well known as a pioneer of philosophical arguments on probability.
His paper “What Conditional Probability Could Not Be” won the 2004 American
Philosophical Association Article Prize, and he was a Fellow of the Australian
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Intellectual Hub, The Hokkaido University Museum
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